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for themselves in the long run and
making themselves more competitive
with other businesses.

A number of companies in my home
State of Utah have benefited from
SBIR grants. One such company is
TechniScan, which has developed a
technology intended to aid physicians
in diagnosing breast cancer. It has al-
ready adopted certain practices to re-
duce its energy usage and hence reduce
its carbon footprint.

Many other small businesses across
the country have likewise reduced
their carbon footprint and would there-
fore be given priority for receiving
these grants under my amendment.

I have worked to help government
and private entities alike conserve en-
ergy. As cochair of the Green Schools
Caucus, I have worked with schools to
become more energy efficient, which
reduces their costs. Small businesses
that also seek to reduce their carbon
footprint should be rewarded for their
efforts as well.

This amendment will help position
small businesses better as they con-
tinue to grow and expand while reduc-
ing their energy costs.

Again, thank you to Chairwoman
VELAZQUEZ, Ranking Member CHABOT,
Chairman GORDON and Ranking Mem-
ber HALL.

Madam Chairman, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. CHABOT. Madam Chairman, al-
though I am not opposed to the gentle-
man’s amendment, I would like to
claim the time in opposition.

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection
to the request of the gentleman from
Ohio?

There was no objection.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman
from Ohio is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. CHABOT. Madam Chairman, I
would like to yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. HAYES).
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Mr. HAYES. I thank the gentleman
for yielding.

First let me thank Congresswoman
VELAZQUEZ, SAM GRAVES, and others
for bringing an excellent bill to the
floor.

I rise today in support of the bill and
support of Mr. MATHESON’s amend-
ment. But I think a picture in this case
is worth a thousand words, because as
we look at the small businesses, the
men and women that make up the
small business core of our commu-
nities, the one item that is on their
minds is the price of gas.

In the Washington paper last week
was a political cartoon. Unfortunately,
there was nothing funny about it. If
you would follow me for just a mo-
ment: Very obvious in the picture, the
Capitol is there. And in the first frame
it says: We demand that you energy
companies do something about high
gas prices.

Well, if you move with me to the sec-
ond frame the question is asking, you
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have heard it here today: Can we drill
in ANWR? Can we explore off our
coastal regions while the Chinese are
drilling off the coast of Cuba? The an-
swer: Forget it. Forget it. We can’t do
that. So we take that off the table.
Now the second frame it talks offshore.

The third frame, clean coal. We have
more coal resources than Saudi Arabia
has oil. We have technology that can
be improved even more to allow us to
burn coal cleanly, but we also must be
able to turn coal into gas for fuel in
airplanes for the Air Force. This is
something that we must do.

Conservation is critical, and I ap-
plaud the new majority for their em-
phasis on conservation. We are all sen-
sitive to that and we are working in
our own ways to conserve as much as
we can.

Alternate sources of energy, vitally
important. But as a livestock and agri-
culture member, our food supplies, our
food prices are being driven up by a
lack of balance on alternative fuels
like ethanol.

So back to the picture. Nuclear
power. It is clean, it is safe. We are
making progress every day in the effort
to use spent fuel in positive ways. But,
no, that is not on the table.

Last but not least: You’re joking.
Why don’t you do something?

Well, folks, we can do something. The
Small Business bill is critical. The last
Congress that met on this floor passed
the legislation that is referred to. The
only thing not mentioned in this polit-
ical cartoon that is not funny is the ex-
pansion of our refinery capacity.

So, again, I thank the gentlelady,
Mr. MATHESON, and others for their im-
portant efforts to strengthen small
businesses. But I would remind every-
one here, because you have the same
experience that I have, whether you
are talking about BRAC, agriculture,
economic development, the research
campus in Kannapolis, Fort Bragg,
North Carolina, gas prices strike you
in the face like somebody shaking you
by the shirt walking around the room
when you see that price going up every
day on the sign at the gas station.

So, ladies and gentlemen, I would
simply ask that we Members of Con-
gress join together in a bipartisan way
as we are handling these amendments
and put forth a resolution that says to
the foreign o0il exporters who are
gouging us for prices; we say to the
rest of the world we will explore, not
exploit, we will use nuclear energy, we
will use our coal resources, we will ex-
pand our refineries so that we become
competitive while developing vitally
important alternative sources of en-
ergy that will ensure the future, the
independence opportunity for everyone
in this country.

I thank the gentleman for yielding
time.

Mr. CHABOT. Reclaiming my time,
do I have any time remaining, Madam
Chairman?

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman has
1 minute remaining.
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Mr. CHABOT. I yield my remaining
time to the gentleman from Michigan
(Mr. EHLERS).

Mr. EHLERS. I thank the gentleman
for yielding, and would like to com-
ment on this amendment.

I have no great objection to it, but I
am not terribly excited about it, ei-
ther. Let me comment.

I personally would prefer, if we are
going to show preferences here and use
the money for that purpose, I would
really prefer that we use those funds to
give preference to those organizations
that submit proposals for doing re-
search and developing areas that will
reduce carbon emissions. I think in the
long run that might be better for the
Nation than simply rewarding those
who have taken steps within the orga-
nization rather than developing new
ideas and inventions that can apply to
everyone in the Nation.

So, as I said, I will not oppose it, but
I did want to make that suggestion.

Mr. CHABOT. Madam Chairman, I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. MATHESON. Madam Chairman, I
yield the balance of my time to the dis-
tinguished Chair of the Small Busi-
ness Committee, Congresswoman
VELAZQUEZ.

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. I want to thank
the gentleman from Utah for yielding
and for his amendment and his efforts
to improve the bill. Since the Repub-
licans today are so concerned about en-
ergy crisis and gasoline prices, this is
an opportunity to start addressing this
issue.

With gasoline at $4 a gallon and the
evidence concerning global climate
change mounting, the importance of
research in the area of clean energy
sources is increasingly clear. The
amendment recognizes that tech-
nologies which can improve energy ef-
ficiency and reduce carbon emissions
are a critical national research pri-
ority. As such, the amendment will
give priority to SBIR and STTR appli-
cations that address clean energy re-
search topics. I support this amend-
ment and I urge adoption of this
amendment.

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on
the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Utah (Mr. MATHESON).

The question was taken; and the
Chairman announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. MATHESON. Madam Chairman, I
demand a recorded vote.

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to clause
6 of rule XVIII, further proceedings on
the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Utah will be postponed.

AMENDMENT NO. 5 OFFERED BY MS. GIFFORDS

The CHAIRMAN. It is now in order to
consider amendment No. 5 printed in
House Report 110-603.

Ms. GIFFORDS. Madam Chairman, I
have an amendment at the desk.

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will des-
ignate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Amendment No. 5 offered by Ms. GIFFORDS:



